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AWF Student Grant Scheme
FAQs

> Why is AWF giving funding to animal welfare student research projects?

Funding scientific research to find practical solutions to animal welfare issues has been at the
heart of AWF's work since our inception and we are committed to ensuring that animal welfare
remains high on the agenda. Our aim is to deepen understanding of animal welfare and inspire
evidence-based actions so that all animals can enjoy a better life.

Education is also one of the key areas of AWF’s work; we provide students with the tools and
opportunities to further their knowledge on animal welfare and develop their research skills
for their future academic and professional careers, supporting the next generation of animal
welfare advocates and shaping the future of animal welfare research.

Since starting the scheme in 2016, AWF has invested over £85,000 in student research
projects ranging from investigating imported rescue dogs’ health and behaviour issues to
exploring how farmers recognise and treat pain in calves.

> Who can apply?

The AWF Student Grant Scheme is open to undergraduate students in veterinary medicine,
veterinary nursing, animal welfare studies, agricultural sciences, zoology and social sciences,
who are affiliated with a UK or Republic of Ireland university or college.

Students in any year of their course can apply, if they will not have graduated by the time
their project starts.

> Dol have to do the research on a certain topic?

No — however, we are looking for projects on current animal welfare issues, particularly
those that are likely to be of interest to the veterinary profession.

It may be helpful to read the results of our Delphi research project on animal welfare
priority issues of managed animals in the UK, as well as the BVA’s priority animal welfare

problems.

It's important that your project is about animal welfare. Please see our guidance on this.

We don't fund projects on topics such as conservation, ethics or human-animal relationships,
unless there is clear, practical animal welfare and veterinary relevance.

> What do we mean by “relevant to the veterinary profession”?
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It means that the research project is on an issue seen by vets or has the potential to impact
the field of veterinary medicine and practice.

> What is the research timeframe?

The student grants are for short projects which can last for up to 12 weeks full time during
the allocated year. These 12 weeks can be spread out throughout the year.

> How much funding is available?

AWF will invest up to £10,000 for several projects. Typically, our student projects cost
between £500 and £5,000.

> How doI apply?

By filling in an application form and sending it back to AWF at
enquiries@animalwelfarefoundation.org.uk

You can visit our webpage https://www.animalwelfarefoundation.org.uk/student-grants/ to
download the form.

> How are the applications for the AWF Student Grant Scheme evaluated
and selected? What is the review process like?

AWF's grants committee, composed of leading experts in animal welfare and veterinary
science, will review all submitted applications for eligibility and score the projects based on
their relevance to animal welfare, methodology and potential for developing the student’s
understanding of animal welfare and research skills.

Have a look at our application guidelines here.

> When is the closing date?
Friday 28th February 2025, close of play.

> Are there any reporting or evaluation requirements for student
researchers who receive AWF funding?

Yes, we require a final report as well as a piece of reflective feedback about your project once
it is completed. Photos relevant to the project should also be provided.

Recipients of AWF Student Grants will also be invited to present their findings at the annual
AWF Discussion Forum (usually held in London in May or June) and/or at other veterinary
events.

You can watch past student research updates at the Discussion Forum here.

> Can you provide information on research projects funded by AWF from
previous students?

Animal Welfare Foundation 7 Mansfield Street, London W1G 9NQ
020 7908 6375 e enquiries@animalwelfarefoundation.org.uk e animalwelfarefoundation.org.uk
Registered charity number 1192203

Follow us on LinkedIn and Facebook




ANIMAL
WELFARE
FOUNDATION

NG

Yes, you can read what it’s like to undertake a student research project and get advice from
previous researchers in our mini Q&A series “Meet our Student Researchers” here.

> Where can I access all the previous AWF funded research?

All the research projects AWF has funded can be found on our website, by choosing ‘Student
Grant’ in the ‘Fund’ filter: https://www.animalwelfarefoundation.org.uk/research/grants-
awarded/
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